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~ Avery lived in a rolling valley surrounded by hills of evergreens.

In the summertime she enjoyed exploring the woods,
ond today she was heading out on a quest!

I'm going
huckleberry
picking!




She crawled over and under |OgS

‘\a«—-f,é

Avery headed straight for it, but in her hurry she stumbled!

-

And landed in a
strange clearing.

Until at last she Jfhough’r she spotted a
bush of huckleberries through the trees!




It just so happened that today was the summer solstice,

when the magic of the forest was at its most powerful. -

dreaming?

How will I
get to the
huckleberries

now?

Just when she was beginning to really worry, Avery heard a strange sound.

And Avery had found herself in a rare fairy circle.

Grumble grumble..
not fair..
hmph!

Suddenly, a girl came stomping out of the undergrowth!

Before she knew it, the magic of the mushrooms had shrunk
her down to the size of a blade of grass! But she was no ordinary girl...



A fairy,

Um... yes, X X ‘ \ . Gathering duties? But my parents ran out of the ingredients they
of course! . '
woah. a ut w 0: urse My name's Birch, need for the feast, and now I have to go get them.
h ! | are you: what's yours?
uman!
I'm Avery...
But don't worry,
it's just collecting
some plants.
It's the solstice today and my whole
village is preparing for the festival.
Hold on.. I was just
trying t t
. rying te ge They said it was 'an important job' but
Aren't humans huckleberries and
that's just another way of saying BORING.
supposed now I'm like this.
to be..
Big? I can't even
see them
from herel .
With your Hmm, okay...
help,
I can get this
over with and get I guess that
back to the party pognas fair
faster!
As long as
you promise to
Oh, that's easy, show me the
I know where to berries after.
find the BEST How about
huckleberries. we make a
deal?
A deal?
If you help me
get my gathering
Then T'll show

duties over with
you where to find

your berries!




Birch led Avery confidently through the forest floor.

: And 1 know
So, what are ‘ Licorice? .
we looking for? No, it's a just where to
Like the fern, silly! find it.

Well, first we

candy?
need to find some

You use it to
make tea.
a W

It's good for

licorice fern.

sore throats but
it's also just fun
to chew on.

Race you to
the top!
Up there!

for me!

Woah.

That's kKind
of high.

At the top of the log, they approached the ferns.

Do you just..
eat the leaves?

Here, try
somel

Of course
not!

This is what
we need.

Woah,

The root?

it does taste
kinda like licorice!

Yep! Now just
hold this open
for me.



— y held on tight as the wind carried her swiftly to Bi
ay that's r . A 4 _ 5 I B~
one down. Now we need : FEar
some of those
berries.
Wwhat
else?
Oh yeah!
Come on!
Ah, woops,
Wait-
I guess1
forgot you
couldn't fly.
o o o o tuall tt
But it was too late. Birch was flying off again, eager as ever. ' ik

smart thinking,

But can you
please wait for
me next time?

Avery thought quickly, and before she could think twice, she jumped!
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You're
right!

My mom makes
the best berry pie
out of them.

Huh.

I guess I'm too
small to get

home now,

My mom is
probably going

to worry.

Now- Oh, 1 know
this one!
They're
salmonberries,
Not as good as
huckleberries,
but still tasty!
But I think
they make

better hats!

Oh, well, my
mama knows all

about magic.

I'm sure
she can turn
you back!

You think?

just stick

with me!

For sure,

Now, can you
hold this?

We should
get picking.

When they had enough,
rather than rushing off, Birch
offered Avery her hand.
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What's next?

The last thing we need
is stinging nettle.

Stinging nettle?

I thought all that

plant was good for

was prickling your
ankles.

My mama uses it to
make tea, and I know
how to pick it without

getting stung.

Don't worry, T'll

show you how!

With Birch's guidance, they arrived at a small
forest of stinging nettles.

Birch took the nearest
leaf and tucked it's spiky
underside away.

Then she showed Avery how to carefully cut it off its stem.

With all of their gathering done, it was time
to head to Birch's village!
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Oh, wow, so many

i |
little houses! see, 1 kept

And there are the my promisel

huckleberries!

Come on,

I'll introduce you to
my moms and then you
can get your berries.




Tucked away at the base of the stump was Birch's house.

' Oh, a human!

It's okay miss,

I had fun!
Birch, I hope

this isn't your
doing.

And did you
make her do your
chores for you?

Ab, but it is so nice
to see Birch making Actually, um,
a new friend! Birch said you might
be able to help me

. change back.
Come in,

inl
el To my regular

size I mean.

I think I
h Would you two get
Birch is The right potion remem!:er the Y g .
Thank goodness, 3 recipe, me some rowan berries,
back! will get you back to .

Quickly now we cedar leaves, and devil's

normal in no time. J . -
are running late. g, p club, please?
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The two girls carefully retrieved the herbs
from the towering shelves.

Thank you
girls!

Now, add one berry, a handful
of cedar leaves, and a pinch
of devil's club to this.

Wonderful!

Let's get this
on the stove.

Mama added the last ingredients, some fresh water

Really, she
can come?

There we go,

I think that's
everything.

But it will need a little

while to simmer.

What do you say
we all go to the
festival together

while we wait?

You both helped
gather the food
after all!

Of course!

Now everyone grab a
dish and let's hurry or

we will be late!

And so, their arms laden with the finished dishes, Avery and all

of Birch's family headed up to the top of the stump.

and a dash of fairy magic.
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Eventually, Jfhough,
the celebration came to an end.

I hope you enjoyed
the festival, but I think
it is time to get you
back home.

The potion should

be ready now.

And here, the
huckleberries you
came for!

I almost
forgot!

I didn't!

You have to
come again
for next year's
festival.

She can
come back,

Of course
she can!

You know where
the fairy circle is
now, just return on

the solstice when the |

magic is strong.

I would
love to!
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And with that,
they said their farewells.

Then Avery tipped the bottle and took a sip of the enchanted potion.

Before she knew it she was awake back in the mushroom circle,
once again the size of a normal girl.

N W4

She would think it was all a dream, if it weren't for the small
basket of huckleberries she found lying next to her.




30

THCCND

31



32

33



34

35



36

Author's Note: This book exists as a book dummy created to clearly

convey and pitch this story and my artistic and narrative style. It

is intentionally a work in progress for the purpose of allowing it to
evolve on its journey to becoming an officially published work.



