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INTRODUCTION
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Humble Beginnings
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Lasting Memories
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TYPOGRAPHY + DESIGN COMMUNITY
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OVERVIEW
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=

Trusting the Process
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STYLE  
PLAY 

=
STYLE    PLAY 

Trusting the Process
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Roadblocks to Success

ITERATIO
N

S 

LEFT HANDED 

CALLIGRAPHY

FIGHTING THE URGE TO

MAKE A VARIABLE FONT
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Play and Style

Offense

Defense

Individual styles

Strategy/Coaching

Personality

Physicality

Finesse

Size
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Deriving Forms Literally
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Deriving Forms Literally
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Deriving Forms Literally
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Deriving Forms Literally
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INFLUENCES
Basketball
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Style and Play Warriors Basketball
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Style and Play Individual Styles
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Fanbase Reactions, Celebrations
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Basketball Culture Apparel, History, Media
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INFLUENCES
Typography



24 PNCA Final Thesis Defense Presentation Riley Rohrbacher

Ohno Type Vulf mono a expressive, flowy, monospaced font.



25 PNCA Final Thesis Defense Presentation Riley Rohrbacher

Shoplifters 8 A book about fonts and basketball
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Shoplifters 8 A book about fonts and basketball
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Shoplifters 8 A book about fonts and basketball
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Typelab A collection of experimental contemporary fonts
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Velvetyne A free open source type foundry
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ARGUMENT
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ARGUMENT

The timeline and history of basketball is much shorter than 
the timeline of type design, this means that our early 
typefaces have no connection to basketball
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History of type design & basketball
851 years later

1040
Moveable Type 
Invented
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History of type design & basketball
851 years later
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1460
Printing Press
Introduced

History of type design & basketball
851 years later
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History of type design & basketball
851 years later
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1891 
Basketball Invented

Now we can make 
cool type!

History of type design & basketball
851 years later
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IN CONCLUSION

Because no early typefaces are inspired by basketball, its 
highly unlikely there is an existing typeface that would be 
derived from the influence of basketball.
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Q2
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MY PROCESS
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Process Overview

Research Drawing Digitizing
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Digitization Overview
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PROCESS
Offense Type - Curry.OTF
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Research
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Digitization Overview
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Digitization Overview
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Digitization Overview
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PROCESS
Defense Type - DPOY Sans
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Research
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Digitization Overview
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Digitization Overview
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Digitization Overview
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Q3
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THE WORK
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Type Specimen
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Type Specimen



141 PNCA Final Thesis Defense Presentation Riley Rohrbacher

Type Specimen
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Type Specimen
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OTHER PEOPLE
USING THE FONT



144 PNCA Final Thesis Defense Presentation Riley Rohrbacher

Poster by Abby Dergazarian
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Poster by Nicole Wang
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Poster by Jason Scheuermann
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Poster by Jason Scheuermann
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Poster by David Chathas
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Poster by David Chathas
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Poster by Eddie Bong
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Poster by Oskar Radon-Kimball
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Poster by Oskar Radon-Kimball



153 PNCA Final Thesis Defense Presentation Riley Rohrbacher

Poster by Oskar Radon-Kimball
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Poster by Mike Weihs
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Basketball Study by Mike Weihs
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Q4
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PROJECT IN CULTURE
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Usability
- Endless application process
- Taking the time to find out what can accent the 

typefaces successfully 
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Accessibility
- Interest in open source communities
- Money or Glory?
- Advantages of free sourced typefaces
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FUTURE OF 
THE PROJECT
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The Beginning of a Friendship

me
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More Features?
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More Weights?
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What IS next?

I’m going to go 
Travel the world!
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HOW THE PROJECT
TRANSFORMED ME
AND MY WORK
BIGGEST LEARNINGS
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Learnings

- Trusting my eye for optical adjustments
- Learning how to draw contextually
- Improving process speed
- Type identification
- Familiarizing with new software
- Trusting the process

- Enjoy  it 
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THANK
YOU


