
The Wisp of Willow

A teenage girl discovering the mysterious world of witchcraft, and uncovering 
the dark past of her recently deceased grandmother. But little does she know she 
will also be consumed by the dark secrets her grandmother once held.

A young adult Graphic Novel by Jazmine Monks
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Project Synosis
 The Wisp of Willow in its final form would be around a 200-page graphic novel, at 
the dimensions of 6 inches by 9 inches. The pages themselves will be black and white with 
a tonal color that is a light green, so similar to my sample pages. The age range would be 
in a young adult reader category. And this narrative covers themes of grief, loss, reconnec-
tion, fitting in, and homesickness.

Book Synopsis
 The Astor family originally living in a small rural town, now are forced to move 
into a large metropolis city due to the recent mysterious passing of their grandmother. 
As well as their mother Aspen recently got a new job promotion. Once making the long 
trip into the city the Astor family begins unpacking their items into their new apartment. 
Willow, our main character, notices a raven figurine that was given to her as a child by her 
grandmother. While Willow examines this figurine Aspen walks by and asks Willow to go 
pick up something to eat for the two of them and her younger brother Jaxson. Willow then 
places the figurine back into the box. As Willow is leaving the apartment she decides to 
bring her pet gecko named Drax along for the trip, but somehow the raven figurine ends 
up in her purse. After grabbing a couple of boxes of mac n cheese for dinner she begins 
heading home. She remembers vaguely that her mother mentioned a shortcut through a 
local park when she gave Willow directions to the quickie mart. 

 She walks down the dark alley and at the end it opens up to the wooded area in the 
local park. As she walks through the woods she begins to hear odd chanting and notices a 
strange group around a large bonfire. She climbs the tree closest to her to get a better view. 
A sense of deja vu washes over her, but right after that is when the branch she is sitting 
on breaks. And she plummets to the ground with a large thumb. The group looks towards 
her and Willow panics, running back to the dark alley and all the way home. Once arriv-
ing home Willow slams the front door, causing her and her mother to break out into a big 
argument over Willow’s attitude and the fact that Aspen didn’t really explain to her chil-
dren how their grandmother died. Willow is then sent to her room for the night, she tries 
to sleep and get some rest but the group in the park freaked her out and she needs to know 
what it was. She opens up her laptop and does some quick google research and learns that 
the group in the park was performing witchcraft of some kind. Shocked she slams the lap-
top shut, noticing the figurine on her desk she locks it in a drawer and goes to sleep. 
The next day school starts, Willow’s first day is a bad start after accidentally bumping into 
the school bully. After being shoved and taunted about the slight southern drawl in her 



voice she keeps quiet the rest of the day and doesn’t attempt to make friends. 
Seeking comfort, during lunch she heads to the library to do some more research 
on the witchcraft ritual she witnessed. Throughout the day Willow notices this 
figurine in odd places and during times she feels most self continuous. Jaxson 
on the other hand had a fairly good first day of classes and started to make lots 
of friends. The two walk home together, and during dinner Jaxson discusses his 
first day while Willow remains silent. 

 As school continues Willow is noticing her self-consciousness is begin-
ning to increase, she begins to have a negative mindset compared to her usual 
self. And as these issues increase so do the figurines’ appearances, and slowly it 
has grown in size a bit. At one point a group of three classmates attempts to be-
friend Willow but she brushes them off. Willow keeps finding herself returning 
to that park at night, and researching witchcraft more and more. But sadly every 
time she visits the park they are not there, and she is about to give up and not 
bother going anymore. But next evening she goes out and finds them in the park 
again. She writes down information of what they are doing, the date, time, what 
chanting she can hear, etc. 

 A month later, Willow again is suffering worse with her depression and 
she is also down because again a time period passes where the women in the 
park don’t show up again. But once again they show up when Willow assumes 
the worst. She notices that the ritual is slightly different from the last, such as 
their clothing is different colors. She notes this down. She notes down the type 
of moon for that night, and she is awe-struck. She realizes that they only per-
form these rituals during a full moon. During this time her grades begin to fail, 
due to her lack of attention to school. She and her mother fight a lot due to her 
going out late at night and her failing grades. Willow attempts to speak to one of 
her teachers after class. But the teacher says that the only way to bring her grade 
up is to ace the final or retake the course. In defeat, Willow goes to the library 
to research a bit before going home for the day. But one day when she got home 
from school she noticed the figurine on top of an odd box that was never un-
packed. She opens the box and finds her grandmother’s book of shadows and a 
collection of odd items. 

 She reads through her grandmother’s book of shadows and finds a spell 
for happiness. She then decides to perform it. She then creates an altar in her 
room with the items that were in the box. She then performs the ritual, it ends up 
being the ritual her grandmother performed as well that made her harm herself. 
But as the ritual ends all of the sudden a shadowy figure in the shape of a raven 

appears from the figurine and starts attacking Willow. It begins scratching and 
clawing at Willow, causing marks to appear on her body. In a panic, she runs 
out of the house. The shadow figure tries to follow her but Drax bites it and the 
shadow figure disappears.

 Willow runs out into the street in a panic, people notice her in a panic 
with scratches on her. Willow mumbles to herself and then remembers who 
could help, and looks up to the sky. Luckily it’s a full moon. She runs to the 
wooded area at the park. Willow runs up to the group of women asking for help. 
Willow then explains what has been happening, and shows them the figurine. 
The group explains that the figurine is cursed and how she can fix this. As well 
as what witchcraft actually is and that the information she has received from her 
grandmother’s book of shadows is not correct. They give her a special flower 
that will help neutralize the figurine, she thanks them and then continues back 
home. While this occurs Willow’s mother finds her altar and the failed ritual.
Willow attempts to sneak back into her room when she notices everyone seems 
to be in bed. But when she enters her room she sees her mother sitting on her 
bed. Her mother proceeded to tell Willow that her grandmother actually prac-
ticed witchcraft herself. But as she got older, she started to perform dark magic, 
creating hexes and such. She finds out that her grandmother killed herself and 
her grandfather during a dark ritual. She was attempting to create a cure for 
her issues but sadly the ritual backfired. And that this is why they had to move 
because of what had happened and that her mother didn’t want her children to be 
in a place that had such a dark aura to it. Willow is shocked by this information.

 Some time has passed now. Willow is a bit older and has created a coven 
of her own that is made up of a few classmates from school. Willow now de-
cided to make amends for what had happened to her grandparents. She decided 
to visit their gravesite and perform a cleansing and purifying ritual, as well as 
destroys the hexed raven figurine. To bring peace to her and her grandparents 
she burns the figurine during the ritual to destroy it. Willow now has friends and 
is thriving in life as a witch. Her bond with her mother has gotten stronger and 
the same with her little brother. 
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Chapter by Chapter Synopsis
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Chapter 1:
 After the mysterious death of their grandmother, the Astor 
family moves from rural Oregon to a big city in Oregon. While 
unpacking Willow finds a cursed figurine. Willow remembers 
when her grandmother gave it to her, and how they used to be 
close. After unpacking Aspen(Willow’s Mother) sends Willow to 
go pick up something to eat. Willow brings Drax her pet gecko, 
but little did Willow know the cursed figurine was in her bag as 
she left for the quickie mart. Willow has a nice conversation with 
Drax on the way to the quickie mart. Mainly Willow talks and 
Drax looks at her curiously and licks his eyeball in reply. She then 
arrives at the quickie mart and has a shopping spree. Willow then 
leaves the quickie mart. 

 On the way back home she notices a dark alleyway be-
tween a few buildings that looks like a shortcut. She goes down 
the spooky alleyway cautiously and at the end of it, opens up a 
dark wooded area at the park that’s on her walk home. As she 
walks through the wooded area she hears the sound of people’s 
voices that spooks her, and in the distance, she can see a group 
of people standing around a giant fire. She hides behind a large 
tree to get a better look at what is going on. She then climbs onto 
a low-hanging branch to watch the group. She watches the group 
of people chanting and dancing around the fire, for a moment she 
gets a sense of seeing this before. While doing this Drax watches 
as well looking a little less derpy as usual. Then the branch she is 
sitting on breaks and she tumbles to the ground. She notices the 
people look in her direction and she is filled with panic, so she 
heads back to the alleyway and continues on her original route. 

 Once arriving home Willow slams the door shut in a pan-
icked manner. Aspen notices this and begins to harp on Willow 
about slamming the door. Thus causing a large argument between 
the two, mainly discussing the fact that the family had to get up 
and move with no information on the death of Willow’s grand-

mother. Aspen sends Willow to her room, and only allows her to come out for dinner and to 
get ready for bed. But Willow wakes up in the middle of the night, having trouble sleeping. 
She decides to look upon the internet about what she saw in the park.  After researching a 
bit she discovers that the scene in the park was a witchcraft ritual.  A bit worried she slams 
the laptop shut and notices the figurine was set up behind her laptop now staring at her, and 
Drax is cuddling around it as he naps. She places Drax back in his tank, puts the figurine in 
her desk drawer and locks it, and then tries to go back to sleep.

Chapter 2:
 The next day school starts, Jaxson(Willow’s little brother) had a good first day, he 
fits in for the most part. Willow has a bad first day, getting made fun of due to her slight 
accent when speaking and she doesn’t attempt to make friends. As well as when she first 
enters the school Willow accidentally bumps into someone, and the stranger ends up push-
ing her into a locker, slightly denting it. So due to this during lunch she finds the library to 
research a bit more. But the books will have very vague information. 
As she tries to pull out a sandwich from her bag she ends up grabbing the figurine. In an 
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afternoon class that day Willow notices the figurine on the teacher’s 
desk as they lecture, she purposely doesn’t go pick it up. Although 
when Willow and Jaxson begin to walk home she notices that the 
figurine somehow ended up in her pocket. During dinner, Jaxson 
shares how his day went at school. Aspen notices that Willow is 
being more quiet and usual and asks how her day went. But Willow 
does not reply. 

Chapter 3:
 As the school continues, her mental health issues increase, 
and so do the figurine appearances. For example, Willow has found 
it in her shower, her teacher’s desks, in Drax’s tank, in the fridge, 
etc. There are a few classmates in school that try to befriend Wil-
low, but she doesn’t notice due to her obsession with the women in 
the park. Willow begins traveling back to that wooded area on her 
walk to and from school to hope to see them. And she starts going 

out at night to watch them, but alas they are not there. The next evening she goes 
out and finds them in the park again. She writes down information of what they are 
doing, the date, time, what chanting she can hear, etc. 

Chapter 4:
 A month later, Willow again is suffering worse with her depression and she 
is also down because again a time period passes where the women in the park don’t 
show up again. We also notice that the figurine seems to get larger in size the more 
she is depressed. She again late in the night leaves to go see the coven. She notices 
that the ritual is slightly different from the last, such as their clothing is different col-
ors. She notes this down. Willow also notes down the typical information she writes 
down. She notes down the type of moon for that night, and she is awe-struck...she 
precedes to flip through the pages to read the last note when they were performed and 
she realizes that performs on the night of a full moon. She then sneaks back home.

Chapter 5:
 Her grades begin to fail, due to her lack of attention to school. Her mother 
fights with her because of her failing grades most nights. Aspen doesn’t understand 
why Willow just doesn’t ask for help from her or her teachers. Willow continues to go 
out at night to watch the coven and her mother gets concerned as to what she is doing. 
After the most recent fight with her mother, Willow attempts to speak to one of her 
teachers after class. But the teacher says that the only way to bring her grade up is to 
ace the final or retake the course. In defeat, Willow goes to the library to research a 
bit before going home for the day. But one day when she got home from school she 
noticed the figurine on top of an odd box that was never unpacked. She opens the box 
and finds her grandmother’s book of shadows and a collection of different items. 

Chapter 6:
 She reads through her grandmother’s book of shadows and finds a spell for 
happiness. She then decides to perform it. She then collects items and creates an 
altar in her room. She then performs the ritual, which ends up being the ritual her 
grandmother performed as well that made her harm herself. But as the ritual ends 
all of sudden a shadowy figure in the shape of a raven appears from the figurine and 
starts attacking Willow. It begins scratching and clawing at Willow, causing marks to 
appear on her body. In a panic, she runs out of the house. The shadow figure tries to 
follow her but Drax bites it and the shadow figure disappears.

Chapter 7:
 Willow runs out into the street in a panic, people notice her in a panic with 
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scratches on her. Willow mumbles to herself and then remembers 
who could help, and looks up to the sky. Luckily it’s a full moon. 
She proceeds to run to the alleyway and then runs down it. And then 
into the wooded area. Willow runs up to the group of women asking 
for help. The women are concerned for her and ask her if she is 
alright. Willow then explains what has been happening, and shows 
them the figurine. The group explains that the figurine is cursed 
and how she can fix this. As well as what witchcraft actually is and 

that the information she has received from her grandmother’s book of shadows is not 
correct. They give her a special flower that will help neutralize the figurine, she thanks 
them and then continues back home. While this occurs Willow’s mother finds her altar 
and the failed ritual.

Chapter 8:
 Willow attempts to sneak back into her room when she notices everyone seems 
to be in bed. But when she enters her room she sees her mother sitting on her bed. Her 
mother proceeded to tell Willow that her grandmother actually practiced witchcraft 
herself. But as she got older, she started to perform dark magic, creating hexes and 
such. She finds out that her grandmother killed herself and her grandfather during a 
dark ritual. Instead of her grandmother seeking help with her mental health issues, she 
ends up drowning in it. And has a breaking point, she was actually trying to create a 
spell to get rid of her curse. But she never asked for help so she couldn’t handle it. As 
well as all the different potions, spells, etc. can be symbolic of different medications. 
And that this is why they had to move because of what had happened and that her 
mother didn’t want her children to be in a place that had such a dark aura to it. Willow 
is shocked by this information
Chapter 9:
 Some time has passed now. Willow is a bit older and has created a coven of 
her own.  Willow now decided to make amends for what had happened to her grand-
parents; she decided to visit their gravesite and perform a cleansing and purifying 
ritual, as well as destroys the hexed raven figurine. To bring peace to her and her 
grandparents. Willow now has friends and is thriving in life as a witch. Her bond with 
her mother has gotten stronger and the same with her little brother. 
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 This project was inspired by various different aspects that 
have happened to me during my life. I’ve never really been the type 
to like to talk about myself and my life, but in some aspects this 
project has helped me learn to open up a bit about certain aspects 
of my life. When I first started attending PNCA, I was having an 
extremely difficult time. I came from a small rural area, called 
Scappoose Oregon. Generations of my family have lived there and 
attended highschool there, so coming from such a small school to 
PNCA I had a bit of a culture shock. Most of my life I’ve also se-
cretly dealt with depression and anxiety, and attending college only 
increased it and made it worse. Around my sophomore year here I 
finally told my family about my issues and began to get help. Even 
now sometimes I don’t understand why I have mental health issues 
because for the most part I had a good life and childhood. But I 
remind myself it’s just the way my brain is wired.

 I also want to mention another element that affects why I 
made this story. My great-grandfather was a tall and lanky man, 
he stood around 6’5 and had a deep gravelly voice. In all honesty 
he scared me as a child. During the fall semester of my sophomore 
year my great-grandmother passed away due to health conditions. It 
was very hard on my great-grandfather. I noticed small comments 
he’d make implying he was depressed. But I thought he was too 
stubborn of a man to ever commit sucide, so I said nothing. But I 
was wrong, that summer July 9th 2019 he went into his backyard 
near the pool I used to swim in as a kid and shot himself. Later that 
afternoon my grandfather would find him. Even though most of my 
life I was terrified of the man, and wasn’t that close to I know it 
still affects me. His house happens to be near where I live, so any 
time I have to go anywhere I have to drive by his house. And that in 
itself is mentaly draining for me. Now recently a young family has 
moved into his house, and I wonder if they know what happened. I 
wonder if he’s still there, scaring the little girls who now live there, 
because anytime I have to drive past that place my lungs grow 
weak as I hold my breath and feel that heavy presence of something 

tragic happened there. 
 
 I wanted to create this story because of this event that happened to me and the 
mental health issues I’ve dealt with in my life, not because I want sympathy. But because 
I want to be able to help people in some way, give them something to relate to because I 
didn’t have that. As well as mental health issues are complex and have multiple different 
factors involved in them as to why people have them, it’s not all just trauma based. 
 
 Not to mention I’ve always just been a fan of witches, halloween, and anything 
that goes bump in the night. I’ve always had a fascination with them most likely due to 
watching the 1940’s black and white horror films as a kid. Fantasy and mystery were 
always my favorite genres in books and film, and so it’s only fitting I created a project 
myself along those lines. 
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